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RURAL  DISTRICT  OOUNGIL  OF  WELLS 
port  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Year  ended  December  31st,  1943 


Well'S,  Somerset,  May  17th  1944 

Mr«  Ohalrman  and  G-entlemen,  ■■■  . 

i  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  -“Report  for  th,e  year  ended 
December  31st,  1943'- 

general  statistics 


Area:  575173  Acres, 

lojiula'cion  as  s'’  pplied  by  the  Registrar  General:  10,200, 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books:  2,652, 
Rateable  Value:  £377860 
Sum  represented  by  a  Yenny  Rate:  £153” 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  OONDITIUNS. 

GRoLC)GY.  -  Dolomitic  conglomerate  at  Chewton  Mendip  and  Westbury- 
sub-Mendir;  Mountain  Limestone  at  Triddy;  Red  Marl  at  Dinder;  North 
Wootton  and  Rodney  Stoke;  Red  Mara,  and  River  Gravel  at  Wookey;  Lower 
Lias  at  West  Pennard;  Balt onsborough  and  Walton;  Allubium  and  Feat 
at  Glastonbury  Moor;  Meare  and  Godney. 


OdCU? ATION .  -  Chiefly  Agricultural;  Cheese  and  Cider  leaking; 

Dairy  Farming;  Fay  or  Factories  at  Wookey  and  Wookey  Hole:..  Stone  ■ 
QuarrylT^.g  in  various  parts  of  the  District„  Some  of  the  people  at 
Butleigh  and  Walto^^  work  at  Shoe,  Leather  and  Skin  Fact  -ries  at  Street 
and  Glastonbury,  .  ’ 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR' 


Births, 


Legitimate, , , , , , 
Illegit imat e, , , . 


Total  M,  Fc 

159  66  93 

15  6  .9 


174  72  102  Birth  Rate  17. 06 

Still  Births-  TotaJ  3”  Legitimate  3' 

Deaths,  Total  121-  Male  63-  Female  58”  Death  Rate  11-86- 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  conseouence  of  Child  Birth:  Nil- 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  Total  5”  Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  1- 

Death  Rate  of  inf.^nts:  All  Infants  per  1,G00  live  births,  28.74' 


Premature  birth  and  debility  accounted  for  1- 
Deaths  from  Cancer  'all  ages)  :  16. 

Deaths  from  Measles  '’ail  ages)  .  Nil-- 
Deaths  from  Ytooopiag  Cough  (all  ages)  :  '  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarxhoe^r  (u.nder  2  years)  :  1- 

Deaths  from  Pn3umo:'iia  >  aj  1  ages)  :  1- 


Brcnchitis  2- 


1 


notifiable  DISEASE  DURING 

THE  year 

Disease 

Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Deaths 

Notified 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever. 

4 

4 

Nil 

Diphtheria. 

3 

3 

1 

Measles 

12 

— 

Nil 

Puerperal  pyrexia.  '  2 

- 

II 

Cerebro- spinal- 

meningitis.  - 

— 

II 

Pneumonia. 

3 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough. 

10 

— 

Nil 

Erysip  elas. 

2 

- 

II 

Enteric  Fever. 

1 

- 

11 

' 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  I eri ods. 

pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary. 

N  on- Pulmonary 

Mi.  F.  M'.  F, 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

lu  -  15  fears 

1  1 

15  -  20'  ■-  • 

I- 

.  1 

20  -  25  " 

1 

25  -  30  " 

1 

2 

30  -  35  ” 

1 

1 

40  -  55  " 

1 

1 

lublic  Officers 

Of  The  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  :  Dr.  TrR^G. Melrose, 

F.R.C.S.  (Ed) 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time)  .*  Stanley  Merton  Fayne,  Cert .  S.I  .B. , 
M.S.I.A*,  Dijloixia  of  the  Institute  of  Hygiene,  R.S.I.  Certificate  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  R.S.I.  Certificate  in  Sanitary 
Science  as  "tn  Buildings  and  Public  ^i^orks. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS..  There  were  no  sjecisJ  causes  of  sickness. 

I R(.)FESSloNAL  NURSING.  District  Nurses  under  Local  Associations, 
and  Health  Visitors  axiointed  by  the  County  Council;  the  latter  keep  , 
us  informed  as  to  the  existence  and  removals  of  Tuberculous  Cases, 
and  other  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the  district. 

CLINICS.  There  is  an  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Centre  in 
Wells,  which  is  used  by  xe^pTe  residing  in  the  Rural  Area.  School  ' 
and  Tuberculosis  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

iilDWIVES'.  ’  'The  Lists  are  kext  by  .the  County.  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  whom  they  report  all  births,  and  any  abnormal  circumstances 
which  might  arise  therefrom. 

FoGIITALS.  Tuberculosis:  These  are,  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  Smallpox:  T^i s  pg  also  provided  by  the  County  Council. 
Maternity  and  Children:  Wells  Cottage  Hospital. 

scarlet  FEV^R;  DIJHTH^RIa,  etc.  There  is  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Shepton  I'allet.  The  Wells  Rural  District  coming  within 
the  served  area,  as  the  Council  is  a  constituent  Authority  of  the 
Shepton  I'allet  joint  Isolation  Committee,  under  an  Order  of  the 
County  Council  dated  January  5th  1932,  which  became  operative  April 
1st  1932,  and  Hospital  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  infectious 
disease,  other  than  small-pox  is  provided  at  Shepton  Mallet. 


2 


# 

t  ■  ’  No  Institution  for  un-married  mothers,  illegitimate  children  and 
homeless  children  exists  in  the  Districts 

Ambulance  facilitif^s  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  are  provided*  There  is  also  an  airbulance  for  the 
removal,  of  cases  to  the  Wells  Cottage  Hospital. 

Attendance  is  made  weekly  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  at 
Glastonbury,  a,nd  a  considerable  number  of  patients  from  the  Rural 
Area  attend  here-  The  homes  of  notified  cases  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself,  as  well  as  by  the  County  Health  Visitors. 

In  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Cerebro-Spinal-Hiningitis  use  is 
made  of  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  and  Anti-Toxin  is 
sujjlied  by  the  District  Council,  when  aijlied  for  by  the  Medical 
men  ]::act5Ging  ;i  n  the  District- 


DISIN.FHOTION .  After  infectious  disease  this  is 
Sanita.ry  Insrsc'jor  i;h  the  use  of  spraying  alParatus 
r'=  commended  b>  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health- 
are  suxpl'jed  free  by  the  0  cunc.il. 


carried  out  by  the 
,  on  the  lines 
All  disinfectants 


Lii.Bt.)r.HTi)RY  WORK .  The  County  Council  have  a  labora.tory  at  Taunton 
where  Scimjles  are  examined  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically  and 
also  for  tubercj.c  bacilli. 


W /^.T HR  SU,^  I  L 1 .  At  North  Wootton  a  new  double  acting  electric 
jump  Vi/as  installed  capable  of  delivering  2,000  gallons  per  hour  as 
against  1,2':]0  g.p.ch-  on  the  old  pump.  The  rising  main  from  this  pump 
was  also  connected  to  the  Glastonbury  Borough  mains  which  run  close  to 
rhe  Norrh  Woett on  •  ;:.it e-  The  additional  water  pumped  into  the 
Glastcubury  mains  enabled  the  tr:Lrish  of  West  lennard  to  be  maintained 
on  a  continuous  waiter  0U|ply  during  the  drought  period,  and  also 
alleviated  the  shortages  in  Balt onsborough  to  a  very  la.rge  extent. 

SEW  age  D I SK)  S  AL .  There  have  been  no  alterations  with  regard  to 
sewage  disposal  during  the  year. 

HOUSING.  The  housing  problem  proved  to  be  a  little  easier, 
although  a  noticable  shortage  of  houses  still  existed.  Six  new 
houses  (for  Agricultural  Workers)  were  commenced  during  the  year. 

Two  at  Walton,  two  af:  Ohewton  Mendip  and  two  at  North  Wootton. 


ERid)IOAfION  OF  BED  BUGS.  One  cottage  was  dealt  with  during  the  year 

Sanitary  insiegtor' s  retort 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  reported  by  me  to  the 
Council  and  dealt  with  by  order 


Ixifectious  dwell  M.'igs:  Occupiers  served  with  notice 
as  to  isolatici.'.  of  '"utients  and  disinfection... 

Disinfectant'"'  supplied  by  the  Council. . . 

Dwellings  anf  clothing  disinfected  as  directed  by. 

the  K'Sdical  Officer  of  Health...  .. 

Ahxisances  arising  from  foul  and  choked  drains, foul 
accximulat iors.  ecc-..  ...  ...  ...  . 

Dilaj  id4t  i^d  privies  repaired  -or  new  ones  built 
Sairpies  of  drink i.ng  water  sent  to  the  County 
LeiDoraT'Ory  fc;;  analysis.  . .  ...  .  . ... 

Samples  of  Milk  sent  for  the  tubercle  test 
Samples  of  Accredited  and  T.T.  milk  sent  for  the 
0  3,c  tori  a  tesi-*.-  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Iremises  license. i  unde’'.’  the  letroleum  Acts  for  ... 

3 1  o  r  .-X'g  e  O-c  pvToVOi....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

premises  licensed  under  the  petroleum  Acts  for  ... 

storage  of  carbide  of  calcium...  ...  ...  ...  .. 
Bakehouses  (o)  Slaughterhouses  (12)  Inspected  ... 
Public  Schools  ins] ected. ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 


pre  or* 

ains ,  f 

•  a  e  a  a  a  a 
r  a  a 

»•  a  a 

a  a  a  a  a  a  P 

r  a  a  a 


a  o  a  e  a 


No.  of  Oases, 

7 

21 

12 

21 

17 

44 

29 

323 

23 

3 

b 

19 
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R^FUS^  COLLECTION 


‘v, .. . 

The  bi-monthly  collection  of  unburnable  housf-^hold  refuse  was 
discontinued  in  favour  of  a  fortnightly  collection  of  salvage  of  all 
tyjes  (japer,  rags,  bones,  metal,  bottles,  batteries,  etCc)  The 
ainount  of  refuse  thus  b^ing  reduced  to  very  small  proportions, 
collection  of  such  is  made  only  as  found  necessary  from  time  to  time- 
(Usually  ruarterly) 

factory  and  WmPJSHOS  ACT 

Tiiere  are  registered  in  the  District  l6  factories,  95  workshops, 
o  bakenouses,  12  slaughterhouses,  I07  outworkers-  These  rremises  are 
kept  under  observation,  and  as  a  rule  are  kejt  clean- 

SLaUCHTFREOUS^S 

Under  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  Order  1940 
all  the  si  caught  erhouses  in  the  Rural  area  became  automatically  closed 
on  January  12th  194O-  With  the  exception  of  farmer’s  jigs  (for  their 
own  consumjtion)  and  a  few  casualties  no  slaughtering  has  taken  place 
at  any  of  the  slaughterhouses-  Regular  insjection  has  therefore,  to 
a  great  extent,  been  unnecessary-  Only  a  small  cuantity  of  meat  has 
been  condemned  during  the  year. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 


Insjection  of  food  at  shojs  and  stores  is  carried  out  regularly 
and  small  quantities  have  been  condemned  as  found  necessary. 

MILK  AND  DaI'^^IES  mRDERS 

On  the  71st  December  1943  there  were  485  persons'  names  on  the 
Register  of  Producers  of  Kilk- 

Thirty  one-  of  the  Producers  have  licences  for  the  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk,  and  77  ot  them  have  licences  for  Accredited  Milk-  All 
thes-^  licences  are  issued  by  the  County  Council. 

Th-=  number  of  distributors  on  the  Register  was  II8,  divided  as 
follows:-  Distributors  only  11;  Distributors  who  are  also  producers,  I07 

The  greater  cuantity  of  the  milk  is  sold  to  one  or  other  of  the 
Dairy  Companies  or  sent  to  the  large  towns,  but  in  the  summpr  a  fair 
quantity-  of  cheese  iS  made,  and  a  small  cuantity  during  the  winter. 

During  the  year  I  have  sent  £9  samples  of  mixed  milk  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  the  tubercle  test,  and  in  all  cases  except  one  the 
milk  was  found  to  be  free  from  tubercle  bacilli-  I  have  also  sent 
323  samples  of  T-T-  and  Accredited  Milk  to  the  County  Laboratory,  of 
these  90  were  reported  as  not  being  satisfactory-  In  all  cases, 
except  two,  subset u^nt  samples  proved  satisfactory.  These  Producers 
have  tiad  their  licences  revoked- 


HOUSINg 

No  new  Piouses  have  been  completed  during  the  year  either  by  the 
Council' or  by  private  enterprise- 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  building  materials  and  labour  and  to 
pressure  of  other  duties,  routine  housing  insp-ect ions  haVe  had  to  be 
discontinued,  but  complaints  as  to  bad  housing  conditions  are  in¬ 
vestigated  and  necessary  repairs  observed  during  the  course  of  other 
inspections  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners  or  agenxs  for 
necessary  attention- 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedif^nt  Servant, 

T.  R.  G.  RELROSE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health- 
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